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 What are UOZs?

 Where should they be located?

 What should be recommended 

for the  City of Wichita?



WHAT IS AN UOZ?

 Created in HB2406, introduced in the Kansas 

House, awaits a Tax Committee hearing

 Patterned after existing Rural Opportunity 

Zone statutes

 Targets low income areas to encourage 

population influx and economic 

improvements

 Adds an “urban core” feature for six “pilot” 

zip codes  



WHAT IS AN UOZ?

COMPONENTS
(FINAL BILL VERSION STILL IN DRAFT)

 Five-year personal tax exemption for new 
residents

 Property tax rebates/sales tax exemptions on 
rehab or new building construction

 Student loan forgiveness (3 years, 
$3,000/year). Requires county match of 50 
percent.



WHERE ARE THE UOZs?

 HB2406 lists 67210 as the selected zip code 

for Sedgwick County   (Kansas Department of 

Commerce decision)

 Wyandotte County assigned three zip codes; 

Shawnee County assigned one zip code



ALTERNATIVES TO 67210

 Zip Codes 67213 and 67214 present better 

expectations for a successful UOZ

 United Way of the Plains “Wichita Promise” 

program targets 67213

 Interfaith Housing/Hutchinson will support  

with Individual Development Account (IDA) 

program (Restoration of IDA tax credit 

included in HB2406)



CITY OVERVIEW

ZIP CODES

67210

67213

67214



CITY OVERVIEW

WITH COUNCIL DISTRICTS OVERLAY



ZIP CODE 67210

Area east and 

west of 

McConnell 

AFB.

Pawnee to E. 

55th S., 

Hillside to 

S.127th



ZIP CODE 67214

Douglas to 21st, Waco to 

Hillside



ZIP CODE 67213

Douglas to 

Pawnee, S. 

Broadway to West



ZIP CODE COMPARSION
United Way of the Plains



WICHITA WESTSIDE PROMISE 

NEIGHBORHOODS COALITION

United Way to devote 

$1 million to helping kids in

West High neighborhood

(Wichita Eagle, April 19, 2014)

http://www.kansas.com/news

/article1140648.html

http://www.kansas.com/news/article1140648.html
http://www.kansas.com/news/article1140648.html


POLICY CONSIDERATIONS 

 Does the City of Wichita support HB2406 and 

the creation of Urban Opportunity Zones?

 Should the City of Wichita recommend an 

alternative zip code to 67210?



CITY MANAGER RECOMMENDATION

 Support passage of   HB2406

 Request inclusion of two Sedgwick County 

zip codes as designated Urban Opportunity 

Zones in HB2406

 Request that zip codes 67213 and 67214 be 

added to HB2406

 If only one zip code is allowed, request the 

inclusion of zip code 67213  


